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Clatsop County Historical Society invites you to peek 
inside five interesting houses in this edition of the annual 
Astoria Regatta Historic Homes Tour. Our theme this year, 
Victorian Houses of Uppertown, spotlights a neighborhood 
made famous by several movies including Kindergarten Cop, 
The Goonies, and Free Willy. ( A guide to movie locations, 
Shot In Astoria, is available for sale at the Museum and the 
Chamber of Commerce.) The sense of place provided by a 
whole hillside of well-kept older houses was an important 
aspect for choosing this location. Although most houses in 
the neighborhood are Astoria vernacular (being based on re- 


gional forms and materials) and Craftsman styles, we have 
included in our selection wonderful Queen Anne homes which 
reflect the confidence in the future of Uppertown in its eco- 
nomic competition with central Astoria. 


We hope you will return for next year’s tour, when the focus 
will be on a few architectural styles with a foreign flavor such 
as English, Norman and Mediterranean. These homes have 
never been open to the public before. 


Bruce Berney, chairman 
Historic Homes Tour Committee 


Notes: 


The houses may be viewed in any order. If you prefer not to 
visit one of the homes, you may use the ticket for free entry 
to the Uppertown Firefighters Museum, 2968 Marine Drive 
before 5:00 pm. 


No photography without owner’s permission. 


*National Register of Historic Places (Holmes & Young houses) 
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Brief History of Uppertown 


Covered wagons rolling across the Rockies in 1843 brought Astoria 
pioneers J.M. Shively, William Hobson, John McClure, and A.W. 
Wilson. These settlers filed for land with the U.S. Government. 
McClure claimed the land from Astoria’ present Ist Street to 13th; 
Shively from 13th to 32nd; and Wilson east from 32nd to about 40th. 
In 1846, international boundaries were finally fixed at the 49th parallel. 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s operations at Astoria were closed, and more 
Americans began to settle. 


In 1847, Shively secured appointment as the first postmaster west of the 
Rockies, and he established the Astoria Post Office in his home near 
present 15th and Exchange Streets and platted the eastern portion of 
central Astoria, while McClure platted the western half. Col. John Adair 
became the first collector of customs. He rented the McClure house and 
asked several neighboring property owners to donate land on which to 
build a customhouse. Not only did they refuse, but they offered to sell 

at prices Adair considered exorbitant. In 1852, he found land in Upper 
Astoria, built the customhouse near the edge of the river and later platted 
residential streets on the rest of the claim. This was known variously as 
Astoria, Upper Astoria, Upper Town, Adair’s Astoria, and Adairville. 


Only water transportation connected it with the other Astoria, and 
competition for ascendancy was keen. In 1853, Truman Powers who 
resided in Upper Astoria, succeeded Mr. Shively as postmaster. He 
moved the post office to a building near Adair’s customhouse which left 
Lower Astoria without a federal office and helped to build up its rival. 


The election of 1860 which made Abraham Lincoln president resulted 
in vast changes of political appointments. The post office and custom- 
house were relocated in McClure’s Astoria. In 1862, ten-year resident 
of Uppertown Capt. Hiram Brown realized that Lower Astoria would be 
the center of town, so he had his house put on a barge and moved down 
river. It is now located at 1337 Franklin and is considered the oldest 
house in Astoria. See Walking Tour of Astoria for sale at museums and 


booksellers in town. 


The importance of Uppertown surged during the 1870s with the rapid 
building of the salmon canning industry. Badollet & Co. built in Upper 
Astoria in 1873. In 1875, the Hanthorn Cannery was built. (Recently 
known as the Bumble Bee cold storage plant, the original building still 
exists as the upper floor of the west wing). By 1890, major industries 
included the Badollet, Hanthorn, Fisherman’s, Point Adams, Booth, 
West Coast, Occident, and Columbia canneries; North Pacific Brewery; 
Leinenweber’s tannery; and McGregor’s Astoria Box Co. mill. 


At the same time, immigrants from Europe arrived in Astoria--many 
with fishing and lumbering skills. Scandinavians especially gravitated 
here, their bachelors occupying a dozen boarding houses. Chinese 
immigrants planted gardens and raised hogs in the area now known as 
Harrison Circle. 


In 1874, Holy Innocents Chapel was built at 31st & Grand as a mission 
of Grace Episcopal Church. It served until 1918. The Norwegian- 
Danish Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in 1882 and built 
at 37th & Duane. It merged with First Methodist in 1932. Several 
Lutheran churches were built in the neighborhood. First Lutheran and 
Bethany Lutheran, still thriving, originally were Norwegian language 
churches. The Finns had to walk the trail along the beach to Zion 
Lutheran on 18th Street near Franklin. 


The Uppertown School was established in a 22 x 30 foot building in 
1876. (In 1894, the name of its larger replacement was changed to 
Adair School). The present John Jacob Astor Elementary School was 
built on this site. Christian Leinenweber was appointed postmaster 
of the Uppertown post office which lasted from 1877 to 1886. Basic 
businesses and industries such as a tannery, brewery, canneries, and 
shingle and lumber mills brought an economic base to Uppertown, 
assuring it to be a desirable neighborhood for building houses and 
raising families. 


A. Harry and Angus Gamble House (1904) 
685 38th Street 


Harry was a trimmer at Tongue Point Lumber Co. and Angus was a 
tallyman at Astoria Box Company. A more famous resident, 1913- 
1915, was John E. Johnson, a boat builder who while 
living here started carving duck decoys marked JJ on the bottom. 
Collectors now value them. The house is built using an older 
method in which the walls are vertical boards sandwiched between 
horizontal exterior siding and shiplap on the inside. This results 
in tight walls nearly three inches thick, but no voids to hide utilities. 
Present owner, Patricia Longnecker, invites you to exit through the 
kitchen and stroll through her backyard garden. 


B. Alfred Dahl House (circa 1902) 
3441 Irving Avenue 


Axel Finney, a fisherman for Sanborn-Cutting salmon cannery 
lived here for only three or four years, then moved to a finer house 
across the street from the Arne Wahl house. In the 1920s Axel was 
elected president of Columbia River Fishermen League. Finney sold 
this house to fisherman Alfred Dahl who gained some notoriety for catch- 
ing an eight-foot shark in 1936. In 1938, Dahl was president of Pacific 
Coast Fishermen’s Union. All five of the children of Alfred and Ellen 
were born in this house: Ottar, Ragna (Brown), Jordis (Tetli), Alf, and 
Louise (Fulton). Your hosts, Robert and Cindy Orlando, assure us the 
view is worth the climb up the 25 steps. 


C. Arne Wahl House (1904) 
3909 Franklin Avenue 


A carpenter, Wahl built his house using a basic plan that was popular 
at the time. Look for others of this style in the neighborhood. Arne 
Wahl lived here from 1906 until 1936. Hard times fell on this house 
when it was divided into World War II apartments, but it was 
restored to a one-family home a few years ago by Shirley and John 
Dahlsten. Your hosts, Captain Martin and Patrica West, have 
completely redecorated the house. 


D. Benjamin Young House* (1888) 
3652 Duane Street 


Benjamin Young was born at Malmo, Sweden, in 1843. In 1874, 
his family came to Astoria from San Francisco to engage in the 
fishing business. Later, he and others organized the Fishermen’s 
Packing Company and the Scandinavian Packing Company where 
he worked until 1886. Local buisness interests included helping to 
organize the Astoria Savings Bank. He served several terms as 
a member of the Astoria city council, school board, state legislature 
and board of regents of Monmouth Normal School. He dropped dead 
while standing in the lobby of Hotel Lankershim in Los Angeles 
where he was spending the winter of 1911. Ofhis six children. daugh- 
ter Clara Waffle, a popular physician, continued living here. Her 
daughter, Josephine Swanson, an Astoria High School English teacher 
lived her life here. It has been a bed & breakfast inn for about ten 
years. Your hosts are Ken and Carolyn Hammer. 
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E. Gustav Holmes House* (1892) 
682 34th Street 


Born in 1846 in Sessle, Sweden, Holmes had this house built after he 
made his fortune in the salmon cannery business. In 1882, he formed 
a partnership with Andrew and Benjamin Young to build a cannery on 
the Skeena River in British Columbia. At the time of his death in 1912, 
he was president of the Scandinavian Bank in Astoria. This house was 
inherited by his son who lived here until 1960 when it was purchased 
by Capt. Ray and Gail Collins who raised their five children here. We 
have a special relationship to this house because Ray was president of 
Clatsop County Historical Society for several years. Your hosts are 
Keith and Genevieve Butenshon. 


While you are enjoying this end of Astoria, we hope you will stop at the 
reconstruction of Astoria’s historic U.S. Customs House at 34th & Leif 
Erickson Drive. The interpretive signs are very interesting. 


JANUARY 1978 
BY (R 


00 ° $00 1000 


SCALE IN FEET 


° 100 200 300 400 
SCALE IN METERS 
REVISED 
10- 2-8! 


Us 5) wee nf 
5 soy, COMME § 
cere 4 YZ, RCiAL sy 


YZ G5 a ¥ 
“vj , “i 
Madde tie 


ee © a 
5 ave bd fi 
: i 

hy gi 

dade: wt 

wert 


| 


Hi 
i 
| 


ifitf 
HORT AR 
TIA HH 


\ 
“ ASTORIA 


\ x 
on 7-7 
M/Z 


1900 


A. Gamble House 
B. Dahl House 

C. Wahl House 
D. Young House 
E. Holmes House 
F 
G 


. Firefighters Museum 


. Customhouse 


